Leaving a legacy is about imparting something to the next generation. Jesus
selected a core group of men, coached them intensely and saw to it that they
would continue His work. Legacy then goes from heart to heart - one person
catches the true heart of another and lives it into the next generation. To leave
a legacy does not mean to address the masses. From the model of Jesus it is
clear that He associated with a few men and coached them intentionally, with
a global perspective (Romans 16:26). He coached them on the job and on the
move. Their mentoring was for a mission.

“When we speak of our spiritual
identity, we are really referring to
our true self – “ the self that was
called to be from eternity”. “We do
not find our true self by seeking it.
Rather, we find it by seeking God.
For in finding God we find our truest
and deepest self.” Nouwen.

Do we have that in mind with our children and with our youth? Are we intentional enough about our end product and about where we need to take the
people we mentor? M. Rush’s words: “There is no greater leadership challenge
than the challenge to help our followers become leaders capable of training their
followers to be leaders also”. Mentoring for Mission: Gunter Krall Man.

call for special training, but for commitment and time. Now is the time to find
something in the midst of your situation and area that you can do with those
you mentor.
Jesus, as an integrated person, established his disciples in their identity in
Christ. We need to establish young people in their true selves. Henri Nouwen stated, “We are not who we know ourselves to be, but who we are known
to be by God.” Our real identity is the one that is defined by God – a creation
made in God’s own image. When we therefore speak of our spiritual identity,
we are really referring to our true self – “ the self that was called to be from
eternity”. “We do not find our true self by seeking it. Rather, we find it by seeking
God. For in finding God we find our truest and deepest self.” Nouwen.
The youth of today has a totally different nature compared to those of yesteryear in the sense that they say: “Do it yourself, then we’ll follow”. Preaching
does not do it for them, but rather imitating a role model. Modelling of the
right attitude and commitment to the important issues of life is what counts.
If any readers feel a passion towards the next generation, and would like to
commit themselves to being equipped as mentors and role models of the
young, they are welcome to contact Dynamis for information about such
training interventions. Such intervention can impact the life of someone forever. Nouwen stressed that “We are all healers who can reach out to offer
health, and we are all patients in constant need of help.” V

For more info on soul care go to www.nouwenlegacy.com

The imparter must have a clear acceptance of being a channel - just like Jesus
was a facilitator of divine truth (John 17:17) and divine life (John 6:63). Being
a vessel unto others, we also impart in them that the reason for the growth
is not for them but for others. Leaving a legacy in education and mentoring is
to be willing to send duplicators to the next generation. In this task on earth,
we are not left as orphans but have the Spirit (John 16:7). The people we
mentor can never become what they should unless they have the Spirit too.
Jesus said: “I have given you an example, that you also should do as I have done
to you... a servant is not greater than his master…” (John 13:15-16).
Henri Nouwen in his book Turn my Mourning into Dancing says, “Real ministry starts taking place when we bring others in touch with more than we ourselves
are – the centre of being, the reality of the unseen- the Father who is the source
of life and healing”. We ought to encourage people to use their jobs as a channel for discipleship. We cannot leave the earth to ministers, pastors, priests
and missionaries. Their roles are important, but each individual life can live out
his/her discipleship in a vocation. Jesus was a carpenter; Paul, a tentmaker, neither jobs very prestigious, but they used work as a context in which to obey
the Great Commission. Mission, ministry and service all serve as the overflow
of our love for God and for our fellow human beings.
I would like to highlight to the reader the fact that through the guiding intervention of an individual in a village, a multitude of people’s lives can be
touched, and that this is possible through anyone. This act of love does not
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